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quantitative voice analysis in unilateral
vocal fold paralysis (VFP). To determine
whether quantitative voice analysis may
predict outcome in the management of
patients with unilateral vocal fold paralysis
(UVFP). Prospective study in an academic
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tertiary referral center of 100 consecutive
patients who were referred for laryngeal
stroboscopy. All patients underwent an
independent voice and speech evaluation
by 2 experienced speech-language
pathologists. The severity of vocal cord
paralysis was classified according to the
ipsilateral amplitude ratios of the left and
right vocal folds, as observed during
phonation. All patients underwent
preoperative and postoperative
quantitative voice analysis. All patients
were studied during sustained phonation of
a sustained /a/. The average relative
amplitude of the right vocal fold was 1.07
and that of the left vocal fold was 0.9,
indicating predominantly superior right
vocal fold paralysis. In patients with
predominantly right vocal fold paralysis,
the closure of the right vocal fold
correlated with the average pitch of the
sustained /a/ (Spearman's rho = -0.43, P
=.006) and with the relative amplitude of
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the right vocal fold (Spearman's rho =
-0.45, P =.004). The relative amplitude of
the right vocal fold is a better predictor of
patient outcome in the management of
UVFP than is the relative amplitude of
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