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to her. While there can be some debate over the details of this scenario, it is likely to have occurred

between January 1997 and January 1998. It is interesting to note that only one male from this
population (located in the northern part of the colony) participated in this behavioural interaction,
although he may have been attracted to this region while searching for a mate. Across the entire
study area, there were 29 instances where a single individual was observed engaging in copulation
with more than one female. We do not know, however, if this was an intended ritualistic act (perhaps
a means of gaining paternity) or simply a reflection of the variation of female morphology. It is
important to note, however, that animals were only observed engaging in copulation at a distance of
less than 20 m from their nearest nest-inmate. This suggests that the interactions we observed
represent an actual behaviour, and not simply visual observations by a researcher approaching the
copulating pair. Each instance of copulation across the entire study region involved the male
mounting the female from an anterior-facing position. Copulation lasted between 3 and 10 min,
which was significantly longer than any of the other behaviours recorded in this study. The density of
mating pairs in this population was low (one pair per 729 m~2~, 0.1 pair per ha), which may explain
the significantly higher mean duration of copulation in these observations, as longer copulations
would have likely involved two animals from the same pair. The birds that participated in copulations
were recorded to be either in their nest or on the ground below it. There was no visual evidence that
males were injured from the copulation. In addition, none of the males mounted the female from a
position higher than their back. This suggests that there are no social interactions, such as
dominance-based interactions, that prevent the male from engaging in copulation with a particular
female. As described above, the male bird would usually mount the female from an anterior-facing
position. This is significant, as it appears to be a way in which birds typically copulate. Many bird
species copulate from a posterior-facing position, but for reasons that have yet to be fully elucidated,
males typically mount their partner from an anterior
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