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Learn more.Correlation between active phagocyte activity and plasma
level of (1,3-beta)D-glucan and clinical outcome of sepsis patients. The

aim of this study was to determine whether the level of plasma
(1,3)-beta-D-glucan, an activation marker of the cell wall of pathogenic

yeast, is correlated with the clinical outcome of sepsis patients and
whether the level of plasma (1,3)-beta-D-glucan is an independent factor

associated with mortality in sepsis patients. From July 2005 to June
2006, we enrolled 127 septic shock patients (65 men and 62 women)
with age range of 20-92 years. Plasma (1,3)-beta-D-glucan level was

measured by enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay. Severity of disease
on admission was assessed according to the Acute Physiology And

Chronic Health Evaluation II score and Simplified Acute Physiology Score.
All septic shock patients received mechanical ventilation in our intensive

care unit. Patients were divided into three groups: group A (n = 53,
40.1%); group B (n = 40, 30.1%); and group C (n = 44, 33.1%) according
to the clinical outcome. The mortality rate of sepsis patients in group A

(36.6%) was significantly lower than that in group B (75.0%) and C
(87.5%). The mortality rate in group B (30.0%) and group C (32.0%) was

significantly higher than that in group A. Plasma (1,3)-beta-D-glucan
level was significantly higher in patients with sepsis on admission (6.2

+/- 4.2 microg/mL) compared with healthy subjects (3.1 +/- 1.6
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