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the sound of approaching footsteps, and all was quiet. Yes, something was missing! Opening her eyes, she stretched and almost
squealed with joy. The ropes that were on her firmly chained her body to the tree. Thick grass hid it even from those who
walked along the path. Larisa looked around and saw that she was standing in a clearing. Trees surrounded her on all sides, but
most of all she was afraid that her eyes would give her away if one of them suddenly disappeared. But it was quiet. Larisa
looked around again and suddenly saw a little away from the path, under a spreading tree, among dense foliage, a small
silhouette. She raised herself a little, trying to determine who it was, but she could not do it - the outlines of the figure were
blurred, as if in a fog. Everything! The tyranny is over, you can pull yourself together! She licked her dry lips and slowly rose
from the ground. Here, in the forest clearing, which now seemed completely magical to her, she would calmly accept death,
because she wanted it! And then she noticed that from the bushes, from behind her, some people were heading towards her.
Larisa froze in place, afraid to move, so that they would not be noticed by one of them. But the figures kept getting closer and
closer. Suddenly, one of them took two more steps forward and stopped. Larisa also froze. Now she saw their faces. They were
village girls who, laughing, walked towards her along the path. It was the first thought that crossed her mind. She was even glad
that she managed to hide well. So they stopped and stood next to her. Larisa could not raise her eyes to them. She felt that each
of them, like herself, was watching her reaction, and therefore the first phrase that she uttered, coming out into the middle of
the clearing, was true: - Comrade girls! Where is Mr Gopal? - What? one of the girls asked. - And what? Do you need Mr. Gal?
They turned around, stared at her for a few seconds, then laughed.
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